www.crimemedicine.com –  a campaign from the Medical Products Agency concerning the risks involved in the illegal Internet trade in medicines. 
Background: 
The trade in counterfeit medicines on the Internet is increasing in leaps and bounds. The World Health Organisation (WHO) calculates that the market for counterfeit medicines will amount to SEK 520 billion in 2010, a rise of more than 90% from 2005. WHO also calculates that counterfeit medicines accounted for 10% of the global market in 2006. On the Internet, it is estimated that 50% of medicines sold by disreputable sites are counterfeit. 

The Internet makes it possible for anyone who wants to sell counterfeit products to reach people anywhere in the world quickly. Increasing use of the Internet also makes buying medicines on-line more and more accepted. A study carried out by the Medical Products Agency shows that 3% of Swedish people have at some time bought medicines on the Internet and that as many as 35% would consider buying medicines on-line in the future.

Behind the increasing Internet trade in counterfeit medicines is organised crime, drugs rings that are switching from narcotics to medicines. What attracts them is higher profit, low risk of being caught and significantly less severe penalties. 

What is illegal trading in medicines? 
Illegal trading means the sale of stolen, non-approved or counterfeit medicines, or medicines that have passed their expiry date. What they all have in common is that they pose a danger to the life of consumers. 

The risks involved in buying medicines on the Internet. 
A very large proportion of the medicines sold on the Internet are counterfeit. This means that there is no guarantee that they contain what you think. They may perhaps contain too low a dose, too high a dose, or completely incorrect substances. It is almost impossible to know whether a site is reputable or not, and it is just as impossible to tell counterfeit and genuine medicines apart. Anyone who buys medicines on the Internet consequently takes a risk that can be likened to Russian roulette, 

The Medical Products Agency

All medicines sold in Sweden must be approved for sale in this country. The Medical Products Agency is tasked with controlling medicines in the market and informing the public about safe and effective use. Under current legislation only the pharmacy monopoly Apoteket AB is allowed to sell approved medicines to consumers in Sweden. Some types of medicines are, however, exempted, such as natural remedies. Medicines that are not approved in Sweden are not allowed to be sold in this country at all.  

Purpose of the campaign 
As people’s use of the Internet increases, so too does their propensity to buy medicines on it. And the more people do so, the more accepted it becomes. In the long run, the trade in counterfeit medicines poses a threat to public health. The Medical Products Agency has therefore been tasked by the Swedish Government with running a campaign to inform the public about the risks involved in buying medicines on the Internet. But telling people that something is dangerous is not a way to achieve success. Information has to become communication. The campaign consists of two steps. First, we let people know that the phenomenon of buying medicines on the Net exists. In Step 2 we go behind the scenes. We show that there are many disreputable sites offering counterfeit products and packs for sale. We reveal the tricks and lies the people behind these sites use for their own gain, without any consideration for the people they sell to. 
www.crimemedicine.com

www.crimemedicine.com is an invented medicines site. But it could just as well have been genuine. It is based on factual material provided by the Medical Products Agency, Swedish Customs, the Police Intelligence Service, the World Health Organisation (WHO) and the European Medicines Agency. It has been created to be symbolic of all disreputable medicines sites: it thinks and acts like them. The people behind sites of this kind are only out to make quick money. They do not take any responsibility at all for the people who buy the products. This is what the campaign is intended to address. 

About the Medical Products Agency 
The Medical Products Agency is responsible for the approval and control of medicines, among other things. Our task is to ensure that the individual patient, the healthcare system and the veterinary care system have access to safe and effective products and that these are used appropriately and cost-effectively.

The Medical Products Agency is one of the leading authorities in the EU and works with other EU authorities to drive and develop European product control.

The Medical Products Agency is a government agency reporting to the Ministry of Health and Social Affairs, and our operations are principally funded by levying fees. Around 500 people work for us, principally pharmacologists and doctors.

